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Rosemary MacDonald
patienceer@gmail.com

Ref: H201702591
Dear Ms MacDonald
Response to your request for official information

Thank you for your request of 1 July 2017 under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act)
for:

‘The Human Rights Review Tribunal hearing for Atkinson and Others v. Ministry of Health
heard that 272 disabled people had resident family members as their paid carers.

This is a very specific number, so | assume that the Ministry of health is aware of the
circumstances of these arrangements.

| need to know:

1. The relationship of the resident family carer to the disabled adult.

2. The number of hours per week that resident family carer was paid for.
3. The total number of hours of support allocated to the person. -

4. The mechanism whereby the payment of the family carer was facilitated, i.e, through a
contracted provider, or through Individualised Funding, Contract Board or some other
arrangement.

Also, the HRRT decision for Atkinson and Others v. MOH

http://scanmail trustwave.com/?c=5305&d=9M7W 2bKBjw3w7BqCVWa59HdGhcXL5LBcBIX4r
52tBQ&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2enzlii%2eorg%2fnz%2fcases % 2fNZHRRT%2f2010%2{1%
2ehtml states

"[156] Not surprisingly, these various sets of data provided information that was not easy to
reconcile. But it was evident (and agreed by the parties) that there is a significant number of
people with severe disabilities who do not receive Ministry funded disability support services —
this group could total up to 29,000 in all. "

5. Has the Ministry of Health managed to refine this figure (29000) in the light of the release of
the data from the "Demographic Information on Clients Using the Ministry of Health's
Disability Support Services as at September 2013"? (Bearing in mind that it would be
bordering on irresponsible for some with a 'severe' disability to not be

registered with their local NASC in the event that the unpaid family carer was suddenly unable
to support that dependent person.)

The information relating to this request is itemised below, with copies of documents
attached.






Request Response

1. The relationship of the resident family Attached are:

carer to the disabled adult. 1. Extraction from List of exceptions to
the Paid family Caregivers policy.

2. The number of hours per week that
resident family carer was paid for.

3. The total number of hours of support
allocated to the person.

4. The mechanism whereby the payment of
the family carer was facilitated, i.e, through a
contracted provider, or through Individualised
Funding, Contract Board or some other
arrangement.

In response to question five, the 29,000 figure referred to was derived from modelling in
2008 of the number of disabled people in New Zealand who could potentially be Ministry
funded service users at that time. This was based on the number of New Zealanders who in
the 2006 disability census self-reported being severely disabled with a long term impairment.

Because this figure was based on Statistics New Zealand data the Ministry of Health has not
refined it. The number of disabled people funded by Disability Support Services (DSS) in the
2013 Demographic report is reflective only of those disabled New Zealanders who have
been assessed as eligible for disability funding under DSS’s eligibility criteria at that time.
This number is not reflective of the total number of New Zealanders who could have been
potentially eligible for Ministry of Health disability funding at the time the modelling was done.

The information relating to questions 1-4 of your request is listed in a table on the following
pages. This is historic information that was initially collated in 2007". None of the people
supported in these arrangements back then are being supported in non-compliant service
arrangements now. Their names and National Health Index numbers have been withheld
under section 9 (2)(a) of the Act for privacy reasons. | do not consider that the public interest
outweighs my decision to withhold this information.

Please note that if no information was obtained or confirmed about a particular data category
at that time, the information is not included or specified as ‘not defined’. This will explain the
gaps in the table provided.

| trust all this information fulfils your request. You have the right, under section 28 of the Act,
to ask the Ombudsman to review my decision to withhold information under this request.

Yours sincerely

\
Jill Lane

Dir:j:tor
Service Commissioning

! Two additional clients were added in 2012 ta king the total to 274.
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